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Abstract: 


Scholars, historians or thinkers, whoever has a keen eye on the Muslim history 
of the subcontinent in general and 16 th century in particular agree on the historic and 
unparalleled services of Mujaddid Alaf Sani for safety and propagation of Islam. His 
services in the common jargon of Haditah can be called as Tajdeed. Hazrat Mujaddid 
Alaf Sani struggled to spread the teachings of Islam in the Sub-continent and 
endeavored to mitigate the very spirit of Akbar’s Deen-e-ilahi and bringing a revolution 
not only helped a staunch Aurangzeb Alamgeer to take the throne but also provided a 
firm ground to Shah Waliullah and his followers. Later who would not only work for 
its further consolidation in the subcontinent but elate the subcontinent to the position of 
being the beacon of knowledge of Islam for the whole Islamic world at large. A number 
of scholars have highlighted different dimensions of the services of Mujaddid Alaf 
Sani. This paper throws light on the status the services of Mujaddid Alaf Sani hold in 
the eyes of the said scholars. 
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£< Shaykh Ahmad Sirhindi (971/1564-1034/ 1624)initiate the third stages ofNaqshbandi history, 
when the Naqshbandiyya became an Indian lineage known as “the renewing of the second millennium” 
(Mujaddid-i-alf-i-thani), he was the most famous of Baqi billah’s disciples and exhibited his 
extraordinary spiritual aptitude by becoming a successor to Baqibillah in less then three months. More 
than any other Indian Naqshbandi after Baha’uddin, both redefined the role of Sufi practice in society and 
elaborated Naqshbandi mystical exercises. The renaming of the path to Mujaddidiyya reflects the 
significance of Sirhindi’s influence; he is regarded as a co-founder by the leter Naqshbandiyy. (12 

2-ij& i <L L 3i? ji £s it 

He ranks among the class of reformers Ibn Tayimiya, his style is at times unusually 
telling and modern. In this sense, with all the richness of his thought, Iqbal has but simply 
rendered in magical poetry what Shaihk Ahmad the Mujaddid., had preached as his central 
theme three hundred years before.” 

“Shaikh Ahmad had re-discovered orthodoxy though spiritual experience. He now embarked on 
an intensive and feverish endeavour to bring back sufiism to orthodoxy. He wrote works like Risala 
A’lmabda’ wa’a-ma-ad (showing that the end of Sufism is the beginning if Islam. Risala dar Radd-i- 
Rawafid (against the Shia) and a colossal number of letters propagating the true doctrine; he trained an 


203 







immense number ofpeople and sent them out only into the major towns of India buut also to Afghanistan 
and Transoxiana. Among the Irage number of eminent contemporaries who became his disciples was 
Shaikh Mirak, prince Dara Shikoh’s tutor. ”(13) 
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